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Father foils
abduction
attempt

City street crews work Monday to clear a storm drain where the body of Charles Oudie, 26, was found Sunday.

A man suspected of trying to
abduct an eight-year-old girl near
Stanley Park last week was arrested Monday after another apparent
abduction attempt.
At around 2 p.m. on Monday, a
man grabbed a two-year-old girl
who was out in the Lost Lagoon area
of the park with her family, Vancouver police said.
The toddler’s dad confronted
the abductor, who let go of the girl
and fled. Police and park rangers
searched for the suspect and found
him in the area of Denman and Robson streets. He was arrested in the
1800-block Alberni Street.
The 28-year-old man, who doesn’t
have a fixed address, remains in custody pending further investigation.
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Death shrouded in mystery
Vancouver: Family shaken as 26-year-old found dead in storm drain
Cheryl Chan
The Province

On Monday, a bouquet of mums,
a crucifix and a cigarette marked the
site where the body of Charles Oudie was found.
But the circumstances surrounding the death of the 26-year-old,
found dead in a storm drain in East
Vancouver, remain a mystery.
“It’s pretty sad for the family,” said
neighbour Mike Taylor. “Any loss of
life is tragic.”

The grisly discovery has shaken
the neighbourhood, he said. Oudie had been visiting friends who live
in the area, and on Sunday night,
members of Oudie’s family held a
vigil at the site.
“Everybody is pretty shocked,” said
Taylor. “It’s unclear if it’s a murder or
an accidental death.”
Vancouver police called the death
suspicious, but have not released
any updates.
The body was discovered Sunday
by a passerby who saw a hat, a hood-

ie and shoes strewn near the metal
grill. One theory was that Oudie was
trying to retrieve a cellphone that fell
into the drain.
“That makes sense if he was reaching down, maybe he fell and hit his
head or something,” said Dorothy
Wong, who was walking her dog and
stopped at the makeshift memorial
to pay her respects. “But the drain
isn’t too deep, so who knows what
really happened.”
However, Oudie’s family say foul
play may be involved.

His mother, Eugenia Oudie, told
Global News she doesn’t believe her
son’s death was accidental: “I feel so
sorry when I think of it. I feel somebody pushed him in there.”
Oudie’s sister said her brother’s
cellphone was found in North Vancouver.
A Go Fund Me page has been set
up to raise money for Oudie’s family members in Manitoba and Saskatchewan to attend his funeral.
chchan@theprovince.com
twitter.com/cherylchan

Vancouver forum to tell people how to aid refugees
Brian Morton
Postmedia News

Eyob Naizghi, who came to Canada 35 years ago as an Eritrean refugee, hopes to help Syrian refugees
adjust to their new land as he himself was helped.
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“I’m very lucky to be in this country,” Naizghi said in an interview
Monday. “I’m one of the fortunate
refugees who actually was sponsored by World University Service of
Canada through UBC for my graduate work.

“But, I went through the same
nightmare coming to Canada,”
added Naizghi, the executive director of immigrant and refugees service organization MOSAIC and key
speaker at a forum on the Syrian refugee crisis planned for Tuesday at
Vancouver city hall.
“I didn’t know the culture well. I
did not even have family members
here. It did get very lonely when I
first arrived.”
The forum — to be hosted by Mayor Gregor Robertson at 7 p.m. at city
hall’s Town Hall meeting room —
will feature discussions from key
speakers including Naizghi, Canadian Immigrant Settlement Sector

Alliance Chair Chris Friesen, and
officials from Immigrant Settlement
Services and MOSAIC.
The goal of the event is “to share
background information with the
public, many of whom wish to help
but are still unclear as to what are the
various actions they can take to help
address the crisis and assist those in
need,” according to a news release.
Naizghi said the forum is important because it will help inform individual citizens how they can help.
“It’s all about learning, it’s a starting point, because Canadians overall have shown this type of compassion and humanitarian response in
the past.”

New Westminster

Shots exchanged
New Westminster police are investigating an exchange of gunfire
between occupants of two cars early Monday.
Shots were fired from one car to
another in the 1000-block Ewen
Avenue at about 1:30 a.m.
When police arrived they found
a car with two bullet holes had
crashed into a traffic barricade.
The occupants, who are known to
police, were not injured and are not
co-operating with police.
The other car, a dark sedan, had
fled the scene.
Surrey

Building lost to fire
A fire Monday destroyed a Surrey building that police believe was
being used as a drug lab.
The fire consumed an outbuilding on a rural property in the
15700-block of 49th Avenue. No one
was injured.
Victoria

Clark, chiefs to talk

GREGOR ROBERTSON
— The Canadian Press files

At least 500 B.C. aboriginal leaders
are set to meet this week with Premier Christy Clark on how all sides
can deal with the implications of a
historic land rights ruling from Canada’s highest court.
The decision granted aboriginal title to the Tsilhqot’in Nation in
B.C.’s central Interior. The June 2014
ruling, which Tsilhqot’in Chief Roger William calls a legal weapon, is
expected to dominate proceedings
set for Wednesday and Thursday.
— The Province
and The Canadian Press

