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Supporting learners with using breadcrumbs 

Although learners do not need to use breadcrumbs to navigate between activities in their 
online classroom, this can be a helpful tool for learners to be aware of.  This is especially true if 
learners are often completing H5P or Moodle book activities.  Learners may not be familiar with 
the location, purpose, or existence of breadcrumbs in their online classroom as a navigation 
tool. 

Common challenges for learners include: 

 Relying on using the “back” button to exit activities 
o This causes confusion as any submitted work disappears and leads some learners 

to think they need to re-do an activity. 
 Closing the tab or window and needing to log in again for the next activity 
 Using the link to “Home” instead of the main course page and needing to re-enter the 

online course 

 

When a learner has an activity open, they will see a path like this: 

 

Home  Course main page  Topic  Activity name 

The items in blue are hyperlinks. 

Course name 

Breadcrumbs 
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Activities to build skills: 

1. Ask learners to open a variety of activities and return to the main course page.  
Compare and contrast using the back button and breadcrumbs. 

2. If providing support to a learner for using a specific Moodle activity, remind students of 
the presence of breadcrumbs at the top when they complete the activity.  Encourage 
the learner to get in the practice of using this feature for exiting activities. 

 

Helpful reminders 

 Breadcrumbs provide an overview to the organization of the Moodle Online Classroom.  
It is a quick window into the level, topic, and task being addressed in the LINC class. 

 Although breadcrumbs are an effective approach to moving between activities with 
more ease, their use is not mandatory.  Learners who are already overwhelmed with 
basic navigation of a website (for example, scrolling and opening activities) should not 
focus on this area. 

 If a learner uses other collaborative platforms that include a file management system or 
has a family member that they help who does (for example, a child in school), they may 
encounter breadcrumbs on other platforms.  This allows the learner to apply their 
learning of this discrete tech task in a new context.  One common example many 
learners may encounter at work or in an educational setting is using breadcrumbs to 
navigate files in a channel on Microsoft Teams. 

 For learners using a mobile device, they may need to zoom in to see the breadcrumbs 
well enough to make use of this strategy.  Ensure learners understand how to zoom in 
and out on their devices if you notice this is problematic. 

 

 


