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Supporting learners with using the navigation drawer 

The navigation drawer allows learners to easily access different sections of their online 
classroom, their grades, and other possible courses.  By default, the navigation drawer may 
appear open or closed.  This makes the main course page smaller.  For stage one learners it is 
recommended that they close the navigation drawer to de-clutter the page.  This will make it 
easier to recognize the activities they need to click on from the course’s main page. 

Developing comfort with using a navigation drawer is also useful in that learners will encounter 
it in many different locations when online.  One common alternative location where learners 
may need to access a navigation drawer is in their email account.  It is also becoming more 
common for websites to include a navigation drawer as this makes the website more mobile-
friendly. 

Common challenges for learners include: 

 Not knowing how to open / close the navigation drawer 
 Locating the navigation drawer icon 
 Finding the topic or course name in the menu 

Learners need to click on the navigation drawer icon to open or close it: 

 

 

On the home page, learners will see this in the menu: 

 They will see any courses they are enrolled in under “My courses”. 
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From their online classroom, learners will see this in the menu: 

 

 
 

Helpful reminders 

 The navigation drawer is a helpful navigation tool.  During any support session you 
provide related to the use of the online classroom, you can point it out as an alternative 
to breadcrumbs.  For lower-level learners, the main course page link may be easier to 
identify in the navigation drawer than it is through the breadcrumbs at the top of the 
activity. 

 Encourage learners to close the navigation drawer when they are not using it to improve 
the layout of the activity on screen.  This will make doing Moodle activities easier, 
especially for forums, H5P exercises, and books.  The font will be larger and there will be 
less scrolling to see content. 

 

Learners may want to open 
“Grades” to see their scores on 
various activities they have 
completed. 

 

Learners can also click on 
“Participants” and read their 
classmates’ profiles. 


