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ENHANCE ACCESS TO SAFETY FOR

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS
LEGAL EDUCATION
SEXUAL VIOLENCE AWARENESS
& COMMUNITY RESOURCES

ABOUT MOSAIC & THE ENHANCE PROJECT
MOSAIC is a non profit organization that has been empowering immigrants, migrants, refugees, and newcomers
to participate in Canadian society since 1976. MOSAIC provides employment services, settlement services,
language services, intercultural competence training, counselling services, and interpretation and translation
services. This resource was developed as part of the Enhance Access to Safety for International Students
initiative, which focuses on making legal education, sexual violence awareness and community resources available
to vulnerable international students in remote, isolated and underserved areas of the province. In addition, the
initiative aims to increase the awareness of service providers within these same communities of the complexities
influencing international students’ decision to disclose sexual violence and to equip this group with the legal
education and cultural humility to better support international students.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS &
REQUEST FOR LEAVES

International

students

are foreign natio
nals
who may be
temporary
residents, refug
ee
claimants, or
individuals

The duration of an allowable leave from studies or deferred enrolment is 150
days. You need authorization from your designated learning institute and do
not need to inform Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada, unless they
ask for proof of your leave. Students are not allowed to work during their leave
from their studies. If your leave exceeds the 150 days, you may be asked to

without immi
gration
status. Internatio
nal

students requ
ire a study
permit and stud
ent visa.

leave Canada or change or status to visitor or working.

Examples of reasons for an authorized leave include, but are not limited
to the following:
Medical illness or injury
Pregnancy
Family emergency
Death or serious illness of a family member
Change in program of study within the same institution, outside a regularly
scheduled break
Dismissals or suspensions -dependent on degree of severity)Postponed
program start date -deferred enrolment)

The IRCC has still not specified how sexual
assault would be addressed. However,

Source: Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada, 2017
Source: Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada, 2018
Source: Canadian Criminal Code

because sexual assault and trauma related
to it can impact a survivor’s mental and
physical wellbeing, sexual assault may fall
under reason 1, "Medical illness or injury."

SEXUAL VIOLENCE
Sexual violence is an umbrella term for any

SHARING INTIMATE
IMAGES WITHOUT
CONSENT

non-consensual sexual behaviour, actions, or
threats that are unwanted.

It is a crime to share, sell, or publish someone's
intimate images/videos without their consent
(i.e. sharing someone's nudes with others without

SEXUAL ASSAULT
Sexual assault is any non-consensual sexual
contact/activity, including the threat of such
activity. It can involve the use of physical
force, intimidation, coercion, or the abuse of
a position of trust or authority.

their consent). Distribution of intimate
images/videos can be found under section. 162
of the Canadian Criminal Code.
An intimate image/video:
exposed genital area
exposed anal region
exposed breasts
participation in sexual activities

GOT

CONSENT?
CONSENT
CHECKLIST:

CONSENT IS AN
ENTHUSIASTIC, FREELY GIVEN
AGREEMENT TO ENGAGE IN
SEXUAL ACTIVITY

THE LAW &
CONSENT:

FREELY GIVEN

Consent cannot
be legally given if
the person is
impaired by
drugs/alcohol,
unconscious, or
asleep

It is NOT consent if there are threats,
fraud, coercion, or manipulation

REVERSIBLE

Consent can be withdrawn at
anytime

INFORMED

The legal age of
consent for
sexual activity is

16

in Canada

All parties need to know what they
are consenting to

ENTHUSIASTIC

Consent cannot
be given where
one party is
abusing a position
of trust, power, or
authority

All parties should be excited and
interested in what is happening

SPECIFIC

Consent to one sexual activity does
NOT mean consent to other forms of
sexual contact

ASKING FOR
CONSENT:
"MAY I
KISS YOU?"

www.plannedparenthood.org
www.westcoastleaf.org

"IS THIS
OKAY?"

NOTE:
CONSENT MIGHT NOT ALWAYS
BE VERBAL - BUT IF IT’S
UNCLEAR, MAKE SURE TO

"DO YOU
LIKE IT
WHEN I ..."

CHECK IN.
'YES' DOES NOT ALWAYS MEAN
'YES'
GENDER & CULTURAL DYNAMICS
AFFECT THE WAY WE
COMMUNICATE

In some cultures it is considered rude to say no outright, Instead of saying “No,” someone might say,
“Thank you, but I would not like to.” Also, some individuals may be concerned about “spoiling the moment,”
so they may not know how to say no. Furthermore, some of us are more comfortable communicating in
languages other than English and the word "consent" may not exist in those languages. Therefore, it is
important to ask different questions and check in. Sex is taboo in some cultures, therefore sex/consent is
not viewed as something to discuss or communicate, but it is our duty to respect each other's bodily
autonomy and boundaries. It does not matter if it is a hook-up or a partner, you always need to ask for
consent!

DISCLOSURES & REPORTS
A disclosure means informally telling someone what
happened. It can be family, friends, or a support worker from
your school/community.
A report is the formal statement that you share with the
police or academic institution about the sexual assault.

A police report can lead
to an investigation. A
report to your academic
institution will lead to a
student misconduct
process; every school
has different policies
around sexual assault.

NAVIGATING LEGAL RIGHTS &
PROCEDURES
REPORTING SEXUAL ASSAULT TO THE POLICE
911 - if you are in immediate danger
Non-emergency line: if time has
passed since the sexual assault and
you are not fearful of your safety
The full report leads to an
investigation, which may lead to a trial
The BC Victims of Crime Act gives
you the right to access information
about your case

FORENSIC EXAM &
MEDICAL SERVICES

Report to Police: police will get a formal recorded
statement from you about the sexual assault. You can bring
someone with you for support or to help you make your
statement (e.g., translator, interpreter).
Third Party Report: an anonymous report through a
community based support worker, who will notify the police
about the sexual assault and details about the perpetrator.
This does not lead to an investigation, but rather lets the
police know that there is a sexual predator in the area.

International students without medical insurance can
receive free and appropriate medical care, including STI
testing, and preventing unwanted pregnancies.

A forensic exam is a type of
medical exam used to collect
DNA/physical evidence. This can
include semen, blood, hair, or
any fibers from clothing that may
still be on your body after the
assault.

MEDICAL OPTIONS
Medical Care: Address your health needs after a sexual assault (e.g., injuries,
prevent unwanted pregnancy or HIV transmission, treat Sexually Transmitted
Infections). No evidence is collected.
Medical Care & Forensics Exam: In addition to addressing your health needs, a
forensic exam will be done to collect evidence samples. These samples will be shared
with police if you decide to report what happened. If you need more time to decide,
these samples can be stored for up to 1 year.

TRIAL
If there is a trial, the accused cannot access your personal records without a court order.
A court order can only be granted if the accused can explain how your personal records
are relevant to the case. Under the Criminal Code of Canada, the accused also cannot
use your sexual history during the trial. At the trial, you are able to share a victim impact
statement, explaining how the sexual assault has affected you.
Source: http://www.westcoastleaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/v8-FAQs-on-legal-rights-procedures.pdf

LEGAL PROTECTION
If you fear for your safety, you can get legal protection from the person who harmed you. You do not
need to wait for any charges to be laid. A peace bond or a protection order are 2 ways to get protection
from a person. They require the person you fear to stay away from you and your family, home, place of
work, and school.

PEACE BOND
Falls under the Criminal Code of Canada
Call the police to get a peace bond
There are no fees and you can be
protected from anyone
The person you fear will receive a
summons
The peace bond will be enforced by police
RCMP
You do not need a lawyer
A peace bond is valid across Canada

CIVIL LAW

PROTECTION ORDER
Falls under the BC Family Law Act
Apply through a judge
There are no fees if you go to provincial
court
A protection order protects you from a
family member and they will be asked to
appear in court
The protection order will be enforced by
RCMP
police
It is recommended you get a lawyer to help
you
Free legal help can be provided by the
government
A protection order is valid in BC

A civil lawsuit allows the person who experienced sexual assault to start the lawsuit and decide if and
when to settle/withdraw it. Civil law allows survivor's to seek compensation for harms done. Civil cases
require a lawyer to represent you. There is no free legal aid for this type of case, but you can get some
legal help if you want to start a civil lawsuit.

HUMAN RIGHTS LAW
The BC Human Rights Code applies to: public services
(school/hotel/stores/community centres, etc.), tenancy,
employment, membership in a union, purchase of
property, publications. The sexual harassment would
have to be connected to people who are connected to
them (does not apply to strangers). There is a time limit
of one year after the most recent sexual harassment to
file a complaint to the BC Human Rights Tribunal or
Canadian Human Rights Commission It is important
to note that the Tribunal's goal is not to punish the
person who harassed you, but to put you in the
position you would have been at if the harassment did
not happen (remedy).

Source: http://www.westcoastleaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/v8-FAQs-on-legal-rights-procedures.pdf

If it feels safe to do so, you can tell the
person to stop. If there is someone in
charge in your work/school/tenancy,
ask them to do something about the
harassment and they would be
responsible to accommodate you and
create a harassment free environment
for you (changing work/class
schedules, providing training, etc.).
Keep record of what/when things
happened for evidence (e.g. text
messages, emails, etc.).

COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Crisis Lines/Emergency Numbers

Emergency

VictimLinkBC

9-1-1

1- 800-563-0808

Crime Victim Assistance Program (CVAP)

Lawyer Referral
Service

Pro bono

Agency

------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Location

Financial & Legal Resources

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Police/RCMP

-----------

-------------------------------Agency
Phone Number
-----------------------------------------------------------------

1-800-663-1919

www.accessprobono.ca

Phone Number

-----------------------------------------------------------Prince George

Prince George & District Elizabeth
Fry Society

250-563-1113

24 Hour Crisis Line:

-----------------------------------------------Prince George Sexual

250-562-5868

250-564-8302

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Assault Centre

Phoenix Transition House

Immigrant and Multicultural
Services Society

University Hospital of Northern BC
Nechako Medical Walk-in Clinic

Terrace

Penticton

Skeena Diversity

Ksan House Society

South Okanagan Immigrant &

250-563-7305

250-562-5900

250-565-2000

250-563-3399

250-635-6530

250-635-2373

250-492-6299

-----------------------------------------------Community Services

South Okanagan Women In Need
Society

250-493-4366
24 Hour Crisis Line:

-----------------------------------------------------------Kelowna

Central Okanagan Elizabeth Fry

1-800-814-2033

250-763-4613

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Society

Kelowna Women's Shelter

Foundry

Finding Our Voices (Drop In)

Stepping Stones Counselling

Kelowna Family Centre

24 Hour Crisis Line:

250 763 1040

236-420-2803
250-860-3181

250-763-7414

250-860-3181

ACADEMIC INSTITUTION
RESOURCES
----------------------------------Agency
Phone Number
-----------------------------------

Campus Security &

----------------------

University of Northern British Columbia

250-960-7058

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Safewalk

Northern Women's Centre

250-960-5632

Counselling

250-960-6369

Health Services

250-960-6370

Okanagan College

Kelowna Campus

250-317-2435

Security

Penticton Campus

University of British Columbia Okanagan

Campus Security &

250-486-3879

Security

-------------------

----------------------------------Agency
Phone Number
-----------------------------------

--------------

---------------------------Agency
Phone Number
-------------------------------------------------------

250-807-8111

----------------------------------Safewalk

Sexual Violence

Prevention & Response

250-807-9640

----------------------------------Office

Health & Wellness

250 807 9270

Coast Mountain College

Campus Security

Student Counselling
Services

--------------

----------------------------------Agency
Phone Number
--------------------------------------------------------------------1-250-615-9894

1-844-451-9700

CONTACT US:
5575 Boundary Road
Vancouver, B.C. V5R 2P9
604-254-9626
www.mosaicbc.org

women.support@mosaicbc.org
victim.support@mosaicbc.org

